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Be on the lookout for a new 
statue in the halls of WY!

Think twice the next time 
you question the validity of 

ping pong.

Gene Belcher
Sports Editor
    
     The recent sports focus has 
been on the basketball team 
winning state, but as their season 
winds down, another “squad” laces 
up with their own nets to burn. 
WY’s ping pong team will face 
off against Jones this Saturday 
in an attempt to become the first 
Chicago Public Schools sports team 
with captains that aren’t in high 
school, and haven’t hit puberty. 
They held tryouts last week during 
sixth period lunch in the back of 
gold house, and from what Bacon 
reporters could tell, it was intense. 
     As many of them ate their 
turkey and cheese sandwiches from 
their lunch boxes sitting on top of 
gold house chairs, all eyes were on 
the back and forth of the ball. In 
an attempt to discover what makes 
these players so good, reporters 
Nat Scholl ‘17 and Samuel Shuman 
‘17 were sent undercover. What 
they found was striking.
     The book bags they carry 

around, lovingly referred to as 
“ackie sacks”, give them 10-15% 
more back strength than a normal 
human being. According to Shuman, 
an aspiring backroom chiropractor, 
“The normal human back only allows 
for support when following through 
on the paddle swing, but my good-
ness, their back strength gives them 
up to three or four miles per hour on 
that baby!” 
     If this is true, it would be unprec-
edented in the rich history of ping 
pong. As the sport attempts to find 
its place alongside more cherished 
sports such as pickleball and Scat-
tergories, it will have to rely on star 
power to carry itself to attract as 
many attendees as it used to. In an 
interview with former ping pong 
legend David Rivera ‘17, he stated, 
“In the good old blue house days, a 
single game of pong could get you 
all the ladies, and then some. Now 
you’re lucky to have the security 
guard watching you.” These young 
fresh athletes have their work cut 
out for them, trying to build their 
sport to its former glory. 

Ping pong is a real 
sport, says ackie

Ralph Wiggum
News Editor
   
     Dr. Joyce Kenner has recently 
received criticism via her weekly 
online forum Kenner’s Korner over 
alleged prioritization of school 
athletics over arts. While Ken-
ner explained that if asked, she 
would do everything she could 
to give any group recognition or 
funding be it affiliated with arts 
or sports, some were not entirely 
convinced by her response. To 
clear up any potential misgivings, 
on March 16 Kenner implemented 
the largest development the Arts 
department has seen in years: the 
merging of the WY basketball 
team with Young Company. 
     This development was set into 
action prior to the basketball 
state semifinals on March 17 and 
some attribute the Dolphins’ victo-
ry during that match and at finals 
the following day to the merge. 
“I was just dribbling down the 
court,” said Fremd forward Cory 
Madison, “when all of a sudden a 

15 person ensemble ran 
into the key zone in front 
of me singing songs from 
the Addams Family. It 
was so distracting.”
     Despite casting deci-
sions having been made 
for Young Company’s 
production of The Adams 
Family in February, and 
positions for the 2017 
basketball team locked 
in, Kenner’s merger 
called for a full integra-
tion of both groups, and 
roles were redistrib-
uted. Former Addams 
Family star, Estefano 
Sorrondeguy ‘18, upon 
receiving his position 
on the basketball team 
commented, “At first I 
was surprised that they 
would put a 5’7’’ kid 
with no basketball ex-
perience as center, but 
after I found some stilts 
in the props closet it was 
smooth sailing.” 
     Former shooting 
guard Lucas Williamson 
‘17 in turn assumed the 
role of Gomez Addams. 
“I’m not a singer at all, 

I have about a two note 
range but as I’m sure Mr. 
Winkler would agree I’m 
really trying my hardest 
and making gains every 
day.” Theater director Mr. 
Winkler, who has been 
noticeably absent for all 
of tech week, with no one 
sure of his whereabouts, 
was unavailable for com-
ment. He was reportedly 
last seen Monday, March 
20, at a job interview at 
Lane Tech.
     While recognizing 
some bumps, overall the 
transition has been de-
clared a success. “As I’ve 
said many times, every-
one enrolled in Whitney 
M. Young Magnet High 
School is my baby,” said 
one unnamed high-level 
administrator, “I’m so 
delighted that with this 
merger I no longer have 
to choose between my 
strong, powerful, elegant 
basketball-playing babies 
and my strange, awkward, 
shrimpy theater babies, as 
now they are one and the 
same.”

Young Company and 
basketball team merge

Basketball team 
members take shifts 
as traffic cones
Squidward
Arts and Trends Editor     

     It’s a known fact that being on 
the boys basketball team means 
receiving an endless flood of WY 
Dolphins apparel. While some 
of the other WY teams deem this 
unfair, it makes sense given the 
success of the team, and the large 
surface area of the players’ bodies, 
which need to be covered by lots of 
brand new Nike clothes. Recently, 
the basketball team was awarded 
an additional set of neon tracksuits 
that can be spotted across the caf-
eterias by their trademark salmon 
color. Speculations started spread-
ing through the halls. What was the 
purpose of these new tracksuits? Did 
they provide an added edge for the 
players, better than their navy ones? 
Word spread to their rival teams, 
who became suspicious that these 
new suits had performance enhanc-
ing qualities. “We’re not exactly 
sure what these tracksuits are or if 
they have any special abilities but 
our investigative team is sure to get 

Photo courtesy of D.W. Read
Ackies at an early morning practice in Gold House. 

FOWY funding life-sized  
statue of Jahlil Okafor

D.W. Read
Editor-in-Chief

     Friends of Whitney Young (FOWY) 
recently released a list of upcoming projects 
for the 2017-2018 school year. One project 
on that list was especially exciting. No, it isn’t 
an increase to the $2,200 allocation the fine 
and performing arts program receives. Nor 
is it an update to the Green or Gold house. 
It is a statue of the one and only, Jahlil Oka-
for ‘14. 
     For those unaware, Okafor led WY to 
a state championship in basketball in 2014 
and, as the 2015 number three draft pick 

in the NBA, is currently playing for the 
Philadelphia 76ers. He was chosen over 
other WY alumni like Lana and Lilly 
Wachowski, directors of the Matrix, Joan 
Higginbotham, the third African Ameri-
can woman to go to space, and Michelle 
Obama, the former first lady. Out of this 
impressive list of alumni, Okafor stood 
out to FOWY because of his “$4.7 mil-
lion yearly salary.” 
     Dr. Kenner beamed with excitement 
at this news of school improvement, say-
ing, “Who better to remind us daily of 
what it truly means to be a Dolphin than 
Jahlil?” 
     The statue, made out of copper and 
marble, will be built in the middle of 
Red House, standing at the NBA player’s 
actual height, six feet and 11 inches. 
Construction will begin June 20, once 
school is out for the year. Many students 
in the senior class expressed their disap-
pointment about the timing of construc-
tion. “I’m glad FOWY is finally funding 
something I actually care about, but I’m 
bummed that it’s being built as soon as 
I’m leaving,” said one anonymous senior. 
Whether you’re a graduating senior or a 
freshman, we can all appreciate the level 
of excellence Okafor has brought to the 
WY community. We can only strive to be 
half the person he is. 

Two time State Championship 
winner, Lucas Williamson ‘17, 
rehearsing as Gomez Addams in 
The Addams Family.

Former Addams Family star, Estegano Sorrondeguy 
‘18, starts as center in State playoff game.

Photo the statue will be based off.

to the bottom of it,” said Simeon 
basketball coach when asked his 
thoughts on the new apparel. How-
ever, both Coach Slaughter and Dr. 
Kenner denied any of these accusa-
tions, saying the answer would be 
shown to us in time. 
     Apparently, the “time” ended 
Monday, March 20, two days after 
the boys brought back the state 
championship title. Heads were seen 
turning from inside their cars, people 
were seen peering out the cafeteria 
windows, even the ackies stopped 
in their tracks on the way to school. 
The boys basketball team stood 
in perfect formation on Jackson, 
underneath the arts bridge, acting 
as the traffic cones for the incom-
ing students in their cars. The boys 
reported it was Coach Slaughter’s 
idea. “We had been using those 
neon cones for so long, but people 
just couldn’t see them,” Slaughter 
explained. “The boys were just so 
much taller and more eye-catching, 
we decided to use them and give 
them some eye-catching neon cones 
to match.” 


